
 

 

 
 

“A well-educated mind will always have  
more questions than answers.”-Helen Keller 

 

 

 

What is Next Generation MCAS and How Will it Affect My Child? 

Dear Loker Community, 

I hope you are well. By now, you have likely heard that the state of Massachusetts is changing their 

standardized testing from PARCC (Partnership for Assessment for Readiness for College and Careers) to 

Next Generation MCAS (Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System).  

The Facts: 

From an elementary standpoint, this assessment will continue to only be taken by students in third through 

fifth grade. It will also be completed entirely on the computer. The number of testing sessions will decrease 

from seven to five. Within PARCC, third, fourth and fifth graders participated in four sessions of 

mathematics testing and three days of language arts testing. In Next Generation MCAS, students will still 

have three days of language arts testing but now only two of mathematics testing sessions. The sessions 

will also no longer be timed so students will have as much time as they need to complete the testing.  

Massachusetts will remain part of the PARCC consortium  in an effort to still possess the ability to utilize 

some of the PARCC testing questions while developing Massachusetts-specific questions to develop the 

most reliable and valid assessment possible that are aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. 

As a result, Massachusetts retains the discretion to develop a test that is best for its students with the 

continued focus on evaluating the student’s preparation for college and future careers. 
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Our Loker School anticipated testing schedule: 

 (NTS stands for No Testing Scheduled) 

 

Date Grade Tested, Scheduled Start Time and Session 

Tuesday, April 4 Grade 5 9:15 ELA Session 1 

Wednesday, April 5 Grade 5 9:15 ELA Session 2 

Thursday, April 6 Grade 5 9:15 ELA Session 3 

Friday, April 7 NTS 

Monday, April 10 NTS 

Tuesday, April 11 Grade 3 9:15 ELA Session 1 

Wednesday, April 12 Grade 3 9:15 ELA Session 2 

Thursday, April 13 Grade 3 9:15 ELA Session 3  

Friday, April 14 NTS  Good Friday, Vacation Starts 

Monday, April 24 NTS 

Tuesday, April 25 Grade 4 9:15 ELA Session 1 

Wednesday, April 26 Grade 4 9:15 ELA Session 2 

Thursday, April 27 Grade 4 9:15 ELA Session 3 

Friday, April 28 NTS 

Monday, May 1 NTS 

Tuesday, May 2 Grade 5 9:15 Math Session 1 

Wednesday, May 3 Grade 5 9:15 Math Session 2 

Thursday, May 4 NTS 

Friday, May 5  NTS 

Monday, May 8 Grade 4 9:15 Math Session 1 

Tuesday, May 9 Grade  4 9:15 Math Session 2 

Wednesday, May 10 Grade 3 9:15 Math Session 1 

Thursday, May 11 Grade 3 9:15 Math Session 2 

Friday, May 12 NTS 

Monday, May 15 Grade 5 9:15 STE Session 1 

Tuesday, May 16 Grade 5 9:15 STE Session 2 

5/17-5/26 Make Ups 

 



 

 

My Analysis: 

Within the schedule, you will notice that we have not scheduled any Friday testing days as past experience that 

students have had a difficult time focusing on lengthy assessments at the end of the week. The fewer testing sessions 

have helped allow us to have this type of schedule. Likewise, I am encouraged with these changes as less classroom 

time will be interrupted by the fewer testing sessions and that all students will be able to utilize the amount of time 

that they need to thoroughly complete their assessment. While I believe the most reliable indicator of how a student 

is performing comes from the teachers who have spent 180 days in the classroom with them, standardized tests do 

offer an additional assessment that I believe will result in reliable testing results. Along with GMADE, GRADE, 

Fountas and Pinnell and several other assessments, it provides teachers with another measure to assess the student’s 

content knowledge. What I have liked about PARCC these past two years is the rigor of the questions and its 

emphasis on writing and I expect that this will continue moving forward with Next Generation MCAS as it requires 

students to utilize higher-order and critical thinking skills. I am also hopeful that Next Generation MCAS will 

provide teachers with an item analysis of how individual students performed on each question similar to previous 

MCAS assessments as it helps inform teacher instruction. Unfortunately, PARCC provided minimal information in 

each content area which made this important reflection process more difficult. Moving forward, I plan on leading a 

parent coffee on Next Generation MCAS as we get closer to the actual testing dates where I will provide the most 

updated information on the upcoming assessment. 

Our final School Meeting of 2016 will be a Chorus Concert with our 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders performing for the school 

community on Wednesday, December 21
st
 at 9:05am in the Loker cafeteria. We hope you can join us for this special 

event! I also look forward to our Band Concert with our 4
th
/5

th
 grade students on Monday, December 12

th
 at 7:00pm 

and our Strings Concert with our 3
rd

/4
th
 and 5

th
 grade students on Monday, December 19

th
 at 7:00pm. Both of these 

performances will be at Wayland Middle School. 

As always, if you have any questions or feedback on Next Generation MCAS or any other aspect of Loker School, 

please feel free to contact me at Brian_Jones@Wayland.k12.ma.us or by calling (508) 358-8603. 

Sincerely, 

Brian 

  

mailto:Brian_Jones@Wayland.k12.ma.us


SECTION 2: 
NEWS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 
 

Health Room News- December 2016 
 

                                                                  
 

 
 Flu vaccine is still available!  And it’s not too late to get a flu shot.  If you would like to arrange for 

your child to have a flu shot please contact me. 
 

 The most important first line of defense against germs is good hand washing. Please continue to 
reinforce this at home. We will continue to educate children here at school.  

 
 Please check your cell phone throughout the day as parents will be called if your child needs to be 

sent home.  If we are unable to reach a parent we will reach out to the listed emergency contacts. 
 

 If parents are cleaning out closets and/or drawers and would like to donate used clothes to the 
health room, it would be greatly appreciated.  

 
 Please dress your child appropriately with the winter months upon us. (coat/mittens/boots/snow 

pants, change of clothes) 
 

 Children should have a daily snack/drink provided from home. 
  

 
Attention Parents of 3rd Graders: The Massachusetts Department of Public Health regulations require that all 

students entering 4th grade submit a report of a physical examination that was performed within the last twelve 

(12) months of entering the grade.  As your child has their physical this year, please send a copy of the report to the 

health room.   

 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions and/or concerns at 508-358-8614. 
 
Wishing you a happy, healthy holiday season! 
 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
Jennifer_mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us 
508-358-8614 
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SECTION 3: 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room news: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

                                         

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarteners learned a basic clay 

sculpting technique using coils. They 

had to create the 6 spokes of a 

snowflake and each spoke had to be the 

same as snowflakes are always 

symmetrical although each snowflake is 

unique.  

First graders are continuing to explore 

the possibilities with paper in grade 1 

and have moved from ripped paper 

collage to using left over ripped paper 

scraps to recycle our own paper. 

Students helped sort scraps of colored 

paper that I've accumulated from the 

past year and a half, which will be used 

to make a paper pulp and will result in 

students making their own piece of 

paper. 

 

 Second grade students looked at the 

appliqué artwork known as a Mola of the 

indigenous Kuna people of Panama and 

Colombia. The process of making a Mola 

requires layers of fabric. We mimicked this 

process using paper. Instead of subject 

matter from their homeland we used forest 

animals of the Woodlands where we reside.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fourth grade students are finishing up 

their comic covers in the computer lab 

and their completed comic books are on 

display in the main hallway.  

 

Fifth grade students worked on using 

line, shape and pattern to fill a space 

rather than the common way of filling a 

space with a color. They built on 

previous projects using a range of value 

in their drawing through the use of 

pencils ranging from a 6H, 4H, 2H, 2B, 

4B, and 6B pencil. They learned that the 

6H is a hard lead, which creates a very 

light line, and the 6B is a soft lead, 

which creates a dark, bold line.  

Students in 5
th

 grade also worked on 

group “murals” to represent the songs in 

and accompany the music concert.  

Third grade students are getting familiar 

with clay again through a collaborative 

clay project. They were each given a 

ball of clay and had to make something 

small in two minutes and then pass it to 

the person next to them. The sculptures 

could only be added to with each 

passing of the piece, which means about 

5 students made each sculpture. Then 

the students began a unit on 

Wampanoag pottery. 

 



 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 
Grade 1: 
 

Students are now using block programming to 

code with Code.org using Code Studio 1 and 

Tynker.com  They are developing their critical 

thinking skills when coding their movements and 

have learned how to create repeats or loops! 
 

 

 

Grade 2: 

Second grade students have moved from Code Studio 1 to Code Studio 2 within Code.org 

this year.  They are learning about the programming concept of loops (repeated 

statements), which can be used to make their programs more efficient. 

 

 
 

Grade 3:  

Students will continue using Code Studio 2 within Code.org. Students 

will have to “debug” or fix the prewritten program as they continue to 

use Code Studio 2. They also write programs (algorithms for the computer) that get a 

character through a maze. 
 

 

 

 

Grade 4:  

Students are using Code Studio2 and some have moved to Code Studio 3.  In Code Studio 3, 

students learn to create an algorithm with functions (pieces of code that they will want to 

use over and over again).   

 

Grade 5:                         

This month, students have had an opportunity to code using lightbot, Code.org and Tynker.  

They will primarily use their accounts created in Code.org.  Many students are in Code 

Studio 3 and are continuing building their programming skills they have gained from 

previous levels. 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 

Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been working very hard on their singing.  We have been singing a 

lot of winter songs and have started doing Alien Adventures to warm our voices up at the start of class. 

1st Grade - First graders have started playing xylophones and are working hard on their rhythm with 

Rhythm Pies.  They also love hearing music from The Nutcracker by our composer of the month, 

Tchaikovsky!   

2nd Grade - Second graders are working hard on xylophone, metallophone, and glockenspiel playing 

technique.  They really enjoy listening and moving to the song “Farandole” by Georges Bizet!  

3rd Grade - Third graders have continued to work on their note reading and rhythm in preparation for 

strings and recorders.  They had a lot of fun using kickballs to bounce different rhythm patterns! 

4th Grade - Fourth graders are learning about the science behind how sound is produced and perceived.  

They are also enjoying singing while playing a variety of different instruments and parts!  

5th Grade - Fifth graders are reviewing instruments of the orchestra, the history behind them, and what 

they sound like.  They have really enjoyed a baseball themed instrument identification game called 

“Perfect Pitch.”   

Chorus – The Loker Chorus students did a phenomenal job at their first concert this past Wednesday!!  

They will perform an assortment of Winter themed songs at The Children’s Way on December 16th, and at 

the Loker School Meeting on December 21st!   

3rd Grade Strings - Third grade is doing an incredible job preparing for their very first strings 
concerts!  They will perform for the school on December 15th and have a concert combined with Happy 
Hollow students hosted at the middle school on the 19th.  They are performing London Bridge, Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star, Jingle Bells, and a variety of other tunes! 
 
 

4/5 Strings  The Loker 4th and 5th grade orchestras have been hard at work preparing for their upcoming 

concerts!  Students have not only been developing their instrumental technique but really focusing on 

musicality, leadership, and focus.  I'm so impressed by how far they've come!   Please join us for our 

winter concerts:  Thursday, Dec. 15th (in school at 10:00) and Monday, December 19th (at the middle 

school, beginning at 7:00). Looking forward to it! 

 
Band- The Winter Loker Band Concerts are next week! 
Monday, December 12th at 7:00 (6:15 report time) at the Middle School and Thursday, December 15th at 
10:00 (for the school) in the Loker Gym. We hope to see you there! 
 

Concert Dates for December: 
 
Wednesday, December 7th- Loker Chorus Concert 7:00pm 
Monday, December 12th- Loker/Happy Hollow Band Concert at WMS 7:00pm 
Thursday, December 15th- Loker Instrumental Winter Concert 10:00am at Loker School 
Friday, December 16th- Loker Chorus/The Children's Way Holiday Festival Field Trip 
Monday, December 19th- Loker/ Happy Hollow Strings Concert at WMS 7:00pm 
 

  



 

 

KINDERGARTEN 
Our Kind, Creative, Curious Kindergarten students 

continue to increase their Library and Literacy skills.  Our stories this month have focused on 

predicting and word recognition.    

 

FIRST GRADE 
Fabulous First Grade Students continue to explore the difference between fiction and non-fiction.   

We are awaiting our letters from our pen pal Spike! 

 

SECOND GRADE 
Stupendous Second Grade Students completed our Author Study of Cynthia Reliant and we worked 

together to send a letter to the author.    We are moving on to Story Elements including Setting, 

Plot and Character Traits.   

 

THIRD GRADE 
Thoughtful Third Graders continue to review Reference Sources.   

 

  
 

FOURTH GRADE 
Fabulous Forth Graders are moving forward with their book trailer project.   We have started on 

our story boards and will be soon moving on to the technology piece of the project. 

 

FIFTH GRADE 
Fantastic Fifth Graders continue to work on independent research projects on a topic of their 

choice.  There is an amazing range of creative topics!   Independent reading choices continue to 

grow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We our focusing on the Dictionary and 

Thesaurus which will support skills in 

research and creative writing.     

 

Thank you to all our 

volunteers that support our 

Library during class time 

and behind the scenes! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

** For PE information and updates, please visit my classroom website: 

 

http://hhlope.weebly.com 
 

Kindergarten and 1st graders 
- Students have really settled into our class procedures, and have been doing a great job listening, and 

transitioning.  We have been trying a variety of warm up routines mixed in with some tag activities, and we 

spent a lot of time working on our throwing and catching skills.  We have just started a striking unit, where 

students will be using pool noodles to strike various sized and shaped objects in different directions while 

maintaining control.  Students will also have the chance to pass to classmates and strike objects into 

goals.  Along with using pool noodles, students will have an opportunity to use pillo polo sticks, which 

look like giant one-sided q-tips, students really enjoy using these! 

 

2nd and 3rd graders  

- Second and third grade students started their striking unit using pillo polo sticks.  We have spent time 

working on our dribbling skills, trying to maintain control of objects as we travel.  Stick safety is a major 

focus point, as we keep our sticks low to the floor as we travel and participate in drills.  We have practiced 

passing, shooting on goal, and goalie skills.  Basic offense and defense is introduced, and we discuss the 

importance of teamwork and sportsmanship when we play.  Students have had the opportunity to play a 

four-way game of pillo polo, which went very well.  Classes that have shown that they can follow safe 

stick skills, will be playing with rubber blade hockey sticks. 

 

4th and 5th graders 
- Fourth and fifth grade students are also in their striking unit, and have participated in drills that are 

focused on ball handling, passing and shooting.  We have spent more time playing team games, with a 

major focus on teamwork and sportsmanship.  Students are more mindful of offensive and defensive 

strategies, and short passing along with quick ball movement are a focus of our games.   

Coming Soon: Fitness stations (including our climbing rope, and new long jump mat),  winter themed 

activities, and our basketball unit. 

 

REMINDER: Please pack sneakers for your child on their PE class day. 
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SECTION 4: 
 
 

 
From the Loker Guidance Nook: 
 

During this month's guidance lessons a plethora of topics have been 

discussed throughout Loker.  Some classrooms have continued to 

focus on matching the size of a problem to the size of a reaction by 

doing what is expected during various circumstances.  Other 

classrooms have begun to discuss the Zones of Regulation as they 

relate to our feelings and the ways in which we manage those 

feelings.  Keeping ourselves in the Green Zone (the Go Zone) with our 

behaviors helps us to work most efficiently and effectively through the 

school day.  Still other classrooms have been led through discussions involving relationships by 

implementing particular tones of voice and choosing our words wisely in order to attain the 

desired results.  If parents have the opportunity to chat with your children about the times that 

Ms. Pirelli comes into the classroom, there could be some very interesting tales to hear! 

 
 
Below is a chart of the zones of Regulation created by Michelle Garcia Winner 
 
 

 


